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George Gruntz: To Be Funky and Swiss

By Mike Zwerin
Fetprmarsomal Merald Trabuse
ARIS — Funky meazs eanby, a sort
ﬁiq.hhrdin‘.#mwud.t{ri.cm
American angol. “You sere are 3
drumumer,” can be considered a i
emenl. 1 may also mean just-plain dirty, as
n “my tulor is fenky.” Bul even then, a
certain amoust of esieem b involved. Like,

it takes wlent to be ohar dirty. You might
djut;:n:sﬂhw albni
an

There are lew bess lunky people ca carth

o, P and b 4 A
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youth you can image. | grew up in
&ﬂ ving Swois tenes with a
Soowt band, was 14, T heard jazz
for the first time and after that there was
mever any doubt about what 1 wanted 1o
do with my Efe. My experience is very
dilferent from a black Amencan, oo deny-
ieg that, bui | think 1 can play as dirty as
anyone.”

That may sound a bit defensive, but the
fact remains that the Grust Con-
cert Jazz Band, a (ormi

mhmd
sﬂl‘l‘nil_hy wﬂ_lk}b;: | best-
known {mostly Amenican] yers sEnoe it
was founded in 1971 s umider-
rated. It has never been a fell-time occw
tian for anybody, which is one secret of its
musical soccess (familianty breeds the
same old licks). Every e baad
ml[mﬂ:mtptﬂ.ipmﬂhﬁdhdﬁ
and reconds an album or two.

The three-week Swiss asd German Lowur
I made with the band n 1978 combined
the best of both worlds. Hotels, travel
arrangemenis, sound and light engl
asd the salaricy were Swiss bovel, -
sz was Mat-out Amenican The band was.

1eld,

=]
settl is & world-class trum
industrialist im the Ticimo in his spase time,
The two of them teamed-up look Lke a
Swiszair ad for service to the Land of
Oobla-Dee. Gruniz is & great casting di-
rector. He hired the Scolield before
Miles Diavis “disceweered™ him. Iy wai the
oaly band T ever with in which
ithere was &

avold on the but
The GGCIB is now earning the reoogni-
ﬁonhhuhu;dmmm
ot least in pary, bocsuse ius leader is white
e

] in the critics
magarine s Down Beat and the Jipanese

b

Swing Journal ln 1988, Grumir receved
Ibe best perfommance sward from the Jap-
anese Music snd Audio Critics Associa-
tion (the Folling Stones wecond). In
1991 the band was by the Montreux
ﬁ F:qtiw]gu:- v Miles Dawis
orming 1930s Gil Evans amangemesis
condudied by Jones,

Gruntz has idized his band by ne-
METOUS MOTe “seTious” musica! activilies.
For many years be was direcior of the
Berlin Jazz Festival, which, under his
reign, became coe of the most adventurous
mﬂ% Hr“-“Fth“ mizsic, ~Siep-

T [lor one. For 16 wears, be was
chiel musical director of the Zurich Schau-
spiclhais, one of e best German-lan-
guage theaters performing an internation-
al repertcare, His orascnio “The Holy Grail
of Jazz and Joy™ was perfonmsed as part of
ihe Styrian Awizmn Festival in Graz, Aus-
tria —he also wrode the [ibreno, based on
a work by Alred Lord Teanyson When

Chwvaria, Lo

After & most anfunky youth, Grantz says, “1 can play as dirty as amyome.”

Ralf Lieberman was admanistrator of the

n Hamburg m 1988,
His cwrrent band will play jarz festivals

in New York Clty, Saroga, New Yook,

wial '||;r'bui most of the fnancing suill
comes from hustlisg ts and submdies,
acal hhﬁﬁ&uuﬂﬁumﬂs—
car | ibres the business of jazz with
some bitterness: =A Swiss banker [ know
Wi expenenced m jarz sponsor-
g All of o ssdden his bank was crilscizod
by jazz-faction B for giving mosey 1o jazs.
faction A, Iu was jost i jealousy, but
the media picked it up. | couldn’t blame
::I.hlﬂiﬂfnrchmhnhmt':pdicy

begmeing to sponsor other conbempo-
rary arts where, he mid, “They all kove us

ﬁwmmnﬂlmmm

=Except for a wery samall almonn masoch
st minority of tnee bovers, jaaz i in the
hands of a mediocre group of impresarios
and promsoters who are usable 6 sali the

froen the wheat, Because it is *safer’

ware set polis-
cally oricated texis 1o melody of
“Frére Jaoques.” Graniz says 6o govers-

In fact, Gruatz is hasd-pressed w come
with anythisg negative Lo say about the

people or ther goverament, al-
though he admits thar afver oaly three
weeks in the country be i5 oo expent. Of
mxhtm)hnlemh‘linvwwd.of
bribed by Chisese subsidies, but [ we
Bave established by now that 1o be [unky
and Swiss adds up 1o something hipper
than that

hand sounded soooos =
Gruntz says. “T just got better and better,
t became & ke tour in all LT
calls the GGCIB a “love ne.”™ Re-
e by,

F

with in-your-face eve-contact, breaks the
sibemce: “Ehvin, it sure is &
wake up in s momnisg




